Weren' July 2026 News and Events

Let Freedom Ring
by Kelly McFadden
God alone made it possible for you to be in Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made Christ to
be wisdom itself. He is the one who made us acceptable to God. He made us pure and holy, and he
gave himself to purchase our freedom. —1 Corinthians 1:30

The Declaration of Independence pronounced the colonies free from British rule on July 4,
1776. Freedom does not come without a price. Through the Revolutionary War, our nation’s freedom
was paid for by the blood and sacrifice of the men and women who fought for their dream of what
would become the United States. The battles were not easy, and the years took their toll on our
young nation. In the end, the price was paid and freedom achieved. By 1781, the Fourth of July was
named a national holiday and today, fireworks, parades and picnics still mark this celebration.

The Gospel message preaches a similar tune. We have been given freedom in Christ. We have
freedom from death caused by sin. Here again, our freedom was secured at a great cost. God sent
His only Son to die and shed His blood for us. The ultimate price of freedom was paid through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. Although the cost was high, Jesus’ death and resurrection
purchased the freedom of anyone who trusts in Him. By faith, we become children of God and co-
heirs with Christ. Through Him, we are made pure, holy and blameless; all gifts God gives to us
freely.

Still, with this freedom comes tremendous responsibility. The gift of freedom is not a license
to do as you please. Rather, it is a calling to live unselfishly and righteously. Freedom rings when you
chose not to indulge all your desires, but chose to live a life honoring the Lord.

As you enjoy Fourth of July festivities and celebrate the freedom of our nation, say a prayer
of thanks to God for the freedom from sin He has given you, and for the life He has given you to live
now and throughout all eternity with Him.

GOING DEEPER:

1. Why is it hard to separate good works from a saving relationship with Jesus? Why does doing
good works often make more sense than having faith?

2. Romans 6:16 tells us that we are either slaves to sin or to righteous living. What does this mean
to you?
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/1-30.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-does-the-bible-say-about-the-resurrection.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/6-16.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-does-it-mean-to-be-righteous.html

New Bible Study

A Jesus Shaped Life

July 28 through Sept 8
Every Tuesday from
6-7:30 PM
Order your own Book from
Amazon or Lifeway

Lisa l[drper
A Jesus
Shaped Life

Faw Biblcally Sound Theclogy Doopens
Our Relatiznship vith God and Each Other

9- Christie Neeves
11- Maryann Randall
19- Megan Means
26- Cailey Moore

. 1/4 cup olive oil

3 TBSP lemon juice

1TBSP white wine
vinegar

Chicken
Skewers | o

lemon zest
o 1tsp salt
1/2 tsp sugar
1/4 tsp dried oregano
1/4 tsp pepper
1-1/2 pounds boneless
skinless chicken breasts,
cut into 1-1/2-in. pieces
3 medium zucchini,
halved lengthwise and
cut into 1-1/2-inch slices
3 medium onions, cut
into wedges
. 12 cherry tomatoes

1.In a large bowl, combine the first 9 ingredients; set aside 1/4 cup for
basting. Pour half into a large bowl. Add chicken; turn to coat. Pour the
remaining marinade into another large bowl. Add the zucchini, onions
and tomatoes; turn to coat. Cover; refrigerate chicken and vegetables
for up to 4 hours or overnight

2.Drain chicken and vegetables, discarding marinade. Alternately thread
chicken and vegetables onto metal or soaked wooden skewers. Grill,
covered, over medium heat for 6 minutes on each side or until chicken
juices run clear, basting occasionally with reserved marinade.

Ladies Night Out

July 21, 2026

Swamp Daddies Cajun Kitchen
3501 N Aviation Ave
Sioux Falls SD 57104

Freezer Meal Ministry
Every 4™ Sunday of the Month is freezer meal exchanges
Bring 6 of the same freezer meal: keep 1 for home, 1 for
freezer at church and 4 to exchange.

o o
Upcoming Exchange is July 26th %‘& W
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